ICofJ/006
CSUNA XVII

Re: Japan’s Alleged Breaching of International Obligations Concerning Whaling 

The International Court of Justice

Acknowledging that Japan has not observed the zero catch limit in relation to the killing 
of whales for commercial purposes imposed under international law,

Recognizing that Japan has failed to follow its obligations to the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora and under the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, 
Bearing in mind that since 1994, Japan has been operating a Japanese whale research 
program, 

Concerned that Japan’s research program catches approximately 1000 whales every year, 
with the aim to kill at least 945 whales in Antarctic waters in one winter season, 
Noting further that Japan’s implementation of its Japanese Whale Research Programme 
under Special Permit in the Antarctic is in direct breach of the International 
Convention for the Regulation of Whaling (ICRW), 
Noting with satisfaction the stance the state of New Zealand has taken in condemning 
Japan’s decision to continue whaling, 

Noting with regret that despite cancelling the whale hunt on the 10th of February 2011, 
Japan did not decide to permanently end the hunt, 

1. Expresses its hope that states will work cooperatively to reach an agreement to 


prevent the further commercial hunting of whales that will eventually lead


to the extension of the species; 

2. Supports the philosophies stated by the International Convention for the 


Regulation of Whaling in regards to preservation of whales; 

3. Draws attention to the importance of ensuring the legitimate rights of whales in 

their natural habitat, as they are crucial to maintaining the health of their 


ecosystem;

4. Decides to remain actively seized of the matter.
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