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CSUNA XVII

Re: Prisoners Rights

Economic and Social Council

Noting that the Constitution of India has made it extremely clear in many judgements that except for the fact that the compulsion to live in a prison entails the deprivation of certain rights, as in the right to move freely or to practice a profession of ones choice, a prisoner is otherwise entitled to the basic freedoms guaranteed by the Constitution,

Noting further that the convicted persons go to prisons strictly as punishment and not to receive additional punishment,
Alarmed that it is a common circumstance worldwide for the rights of prisoners to be disregarded and breached,  

Calling attention to the fact that many countries around the world are preventing their prisoners from engaging in their democratic rights of voting, which strips these citizens from their constitutional rights,
Deeply concerned that an estimated 500,000 people are currently enduring corrective detention in China alone, without justified charge or trial, and millions of others who are incapable of accessing the legal system to attain a trial,
Taking into account the unsanitary and inhumane conditions of prisons in numerous African countries, such as Kenya and Uganda, where certain prisons are holding three times the capacity the facilities are designed to hold, and lack sufficient drainage systems and internal toilets,
Appalled by the treatment of prisoners in several Middle Eastern countries, especially Israel, where prisoners are sometimes tortured and must withstand cruel, extremely unnecessary punishments,

Deeply conscious that prisoners with disabilities experience harsher punishments then their counterparts for being disrespectful, disobedient, and different, without prison guards taking into consideration their condition; further noting that racial discrimination is very prominent in prison sentences today, especially cases in the Middle East,
1. Strongly affirms the governments of countries worldwide, especially those in Africa and the Middle East, to declare official prisoners rights and ensure that those rights are strongly upheld;
2. Recommends the Member States to establish a Bill to open their prisons to civil society organizations, so that there will be greater transparency and accountability in the prison administration;
3. Expresses its hope that all the nations of the world will eradicate racial discrimination when related to the sentencing and treatment of prisoners;
4. Requests that all State Governments establish training institutions exclusive to the training of prison staff, so that the treatment of prisoners is made equal, and that the training of the prison staff be made the responsibility of professionally competent, unbiased personnel;
5. Decides to remain actively seized of the matter.
Submitted by: India
Seconded by: Estonia
