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Re: Improving Water Quality

Economic and Social Council

Deeply concerned that 2.5 billion people do not have access to clean drinking water that is safe to consume without fear of immediate or long-term harm, 

Further deploring that worldwide, infectious disease, specifically waterborne diseases, are the number one cause of death for children under the age of five and more people die from unsafe water annually than from all forms of violence, including war,
Deeply disturbed that every day, 2 million tons of sewage and industrial and agricultural waste are discharged into the world’s water, the equivalent of the weight of the entire human population,

Appalled by a study taken by UNICEF and WHO, which reveals that 18 percent of the world’s population, or approximately 1.26 billion people (1 out of 3 people in rural areas), defecate in the open, which significantly compromises the water quality in nearby water bodies and poses a severe human health threat; further appalled by the fact that in Southern Asia, 63 percent of rural people practice open defecation,

Noting that unsafe drinking water is a cause of diarrhea, cholera, hepatitis A, and parasites that kill over 3.5 million people every year, and has infected over 300 million people; noting further that in India alone, diarrhea is the largest cause of ill health and death among children, and kills nearly half a million children each year,
Further noting that safe drinking water dramatically reduces infant mortality, rates of hospitalization and infection, malnutrition, and disease,

Highlighting the United Nations Millennium Development Goal to half the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation,

Realizing that limited public knowledge on the importance of safe drinking water and the means to create it is among the reasons why so many people do not have access to clean water for drinking and sanitation,

1. Encourages the establishment of an international research council that addresses the research and development of sustainable water practices and the extraction of water in developing countries;

2. Strongly recommends that developing countries, set up regional institutions in rural areas to educate communities on managing water sustainably, developing water infrastructure, and monitoring the condition of water supplies and safety;
3. Urges developed countries to invest in affordable and sustainable water purification technologies, such as long-lasting filters for rural areas, to help finance the development of water infrastructure in developing countries and achieve the United Nations Millennium Goal;
4. Insists that greater collaboration be made among NGOs, the United Nations, and government organizations to spread knowledge on the importance of sustainable water practices around the world;


5. Decides to remain actively seized of the matter.
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