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Re: Natural Disaster Management

Economic and Social Council

Defining a natural disaster as “a serious disruption of the functioning of society, causing widespread human, material or environmental losses which exceed the ability of the affected society to cope using only its own resources”, according to the United Nations Department of Humanitarian Affairs,
Deeply concerned regarding a study done by Oxfam, which reveals that approximately 240 million people a year are in need of urgent humanitarian assistance as a result of hurricanes, typhoons, floods, mudslides, and other natural disasters, and that number is predicted to rise by a catastrophic amount in the next 5 years,
Taking note the United Nation’s Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF), which currently stands at about $500 million,
Fully alarmed concerning a report done by the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UN ESCAP), which states that Asia and the Pacific are the world’s most disaster prone regions and most vulnerable to disasters, accounting for 91 per cent of the total deaths due to natural disasters in the past century and 49 per cent of the consequential economic damage,
Bearing in mind that the majority of natural disasters not only affect a large amount of people, takes millions of dollars and years to recover from, and leaves a great deal of people with no place to go, but also seriously affects the health care sector of the country, as some medical facilities are destroyed and health professionals killed, 
Appalled that today, many Western governments and relief agencies view disasters as a benefit to their own citizens and an exercise to promote their political and moral legitimacy, instead of simply to help the country affected by the disaster,
1. Recommends all countries giving international aid to invest in disaster management and prevention, establishing risk reduction programs to reduce the vulnerability of the countries affected by disasters and improve development, infrastructure and construction;
2. Urges all countries and relief agencies to change their view on natural disasters, so that they take humanitarian efforts to aid these countries affected solely to help the victims recover from these catastrophes and not for their own benefit;
3. Requests that all federal governments, NGO’s and relief agencies be fully equipped to respond immediately and deploy troops and resources once a state of emergency is issued and put research and funding towards programmed natural disaster warning systems;
4. Encourages countries to follow-up after the disasters have occurred and promote long-term programs of economic, political, and social growth;
5. Decides to remain actively seized of the matter.
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Seconded by:  Poland
