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Re: Human Trafficking
Economic and Social Council

Recalling the definition of trafficking, as defined by the United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime, which is “…the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation”,
Bearing in mind that human trafficking is currently the third largest source of illegal income in the world today, after drug and arms dealing and it is also the fastest growing,
Fully alarmed regarding the fact that the minimum number of persons in forced labour, including sexual exploitation, as a result of trafficking at any given time is 2.5 million, and of these 2.5 million people, 1.4 million are in Asia and the Pacific, 270,000 in industrialized countries, 250,000 in Latin America and the Caribbean, 230,000 in the Middle East and Northern Africa, 200,000 in countries with economies in transition and 130,000 in sub-Saharan countries,
Highlighting a study conducted by UNICEF regarding child sex tourism and sexual exploitation of children in Eastern Africa, which states that about 15,000 children or 30 percent of girls aged 12-18, in tourist districts along the Eastern African coast engage in the practice of prostitution,
Noting further that reliable global data concerning human trafficking for sexual exploitation or forced labour is limited, and the real number of victims is believed to have reached epidemic proportions and still largely increasing,
Observing that victims of trafficking are more likely to develop psychological problems, be shamed in society for what they have done, experience severe depression and even suicidal thoughts, contract numerous diseases such as HIV/AIDS and end up being re-trafficked,
Seriously concerned that in 2006, there were only an estimated 5,800 prosecutions and 3,160 convictions throughout the world for human trafficking, according to United Nations Statistics; this means that for every 800 people trafficked, only one person was convicted,
Emphasizing the fact that human trafficking was a violation against humanity 200 years ago, and still is today, with virtually every country in the world being affected by trafficking for sexual exploitation or forced labour but, yet, governments still aren’t taking this urgent global issue seriously and developing ways to eliminate it,

1. Recommends the governments of all countries to promote universal ratification of the United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime, as well as other global organizations that address the need to help prevent, suppress and punish the trafficking of persons;
2. Urges all Member States, both individually and through international cooperation, to increase efforts to counteract human trafficking and put a focus on the severity of the issue;
3. Encourages the governments of all Member States to improve the exchange of information on trafficking routes, the profiles of traffickers and victim identification, and institute stricter punishments in order to eliminate trafficking groups, convict more traffickers and ensure laws are followed;
4. Welcomes all countries to support and protect victims of human trafficking to ensure medical, psychological and material aid plus, inform vulnerable groups of people to reduce the risk of re-trafficking;

5. Decides to remain actively seized of the matter.
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