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CSUNAXVII

Re: Dispelling Child Labour in Developing Countries
African Union
Noting with regret that the International Labour Organization estimates that over 200 million children, ages 5 to 17, work in conditions deemed ‘illegal, hazardous and extremely exploitative”,
Bearing in mind that roughly 60% of all child labour occurs in agriculture, fishing, hunting, and forestry; children have been found harvesting: cotton (Egypt, Benin) and cocoa (Cote d’Ivoire),
Emphasizing that children in commercial agriculture can face long hours in extreme temperatures, health risks from pesticides, little or no pay, and inadequate food, water, and sanitation,
Noting with deep concern that roughly 30% of the world’s child labours (over 60 million) are in Africa, and that child labour in Africa is rooted in its increasing poverty, disease, and high population growth,
Noting further that 50 000 African children are engaged in commercial sex and pornography, and some 120 000 children under the age of 18 have been coerced into taking up arms as child soldiers, military porters, messengers and cooks,
1. Urges developing nations to educate their business people and labourers of the immorality of child labour, and the alternatives to child labour;

2. Condemns all countries that participate and allow child labour as a form of work for children who come from low income families;
3. Strongly condemns companies who sell items made from child labourers, and asks that all countries boycott companies who benefit from child labour;
4. Strongly recommends that countries find healthy alternatives to child labour, such as fair wages, adult workers, or fair hours; 
5. Decides to remain actively seized of the matter.
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