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CSUNA XVII
Re: Sweatshop Labour
General Assembly

Bearing in mind that sweatshops are defined as factories where workers labour for under 
the countries’ minimum pay, violate one or more federal laws on overtime, child 
labour, occupational safety and health or compensation,

Reminding states that sweatshops do not exist in only third world countries, but are also 
prevalent in developed countries such as the United States and Canada, which 
have over 10,000 illegal sweatshops apiece,
Noting with regret that sweatshop workers earn as much as $0.13, $0.26 and $0.34 in 
third world countries such as Bangladesh, Vietnam and Indonesia respectively, of 
which are the top three sweatshop third world countries,

Further noting with regret that nations that allow sweatshops to exist in their country are under the harsh reality of poverty; in Bangladesh, 82.8% of the population live on $2 a day, in Vietnam, 63.7% live on $2 a day and 52.4% live on $2 a day,


Having studied that 250 million children between the ages of 5 and 14 work in 
sweatshops in
developing countries alone, which 61% of are Asian, 32% are 
African, and 7% are Latin American,
Alarmed that sweatshops contribute to a cycle of poverty, as individuals working in 
sweatshops are unable to become educated and therefore cannot earn enough to 
send their children to school,  

1. Recommends that a committee is established between top 15 sweatshop-usage 


countries to devise solutions to help improve each of their economies, so 


sweatshop labour as a job is not needed to provide for individual families; 

2. Encourages developed countries to increase awareness and funding to recreate 


such projects as INDUS (India-US Child Labour Project), that can be 


made available to countries experiencing a high density of sweatshop 


labour;
3. Suggests that the top 30 countries employing sweatshops reduce the number of 


by 20,000 a year;

4. Decides to remain actively seized of the matter.

Submitted by:  Switzerland
Seconded by: Argentina
