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CSUNA XVII

Re: Long-term Effects of the 1994 Rwandan Genocide

African Union
Recalling that the end of the 1994 Rwandan genocide resulted in 800,000 people who were murdered and of that, 300,000 were children who were victims of brutality and rape, and some as young as seven were forced into military operations and forced to commit violent acts against their will, 

Taking into account that in 2001, seven years after the genocide, the World Bank estimated that 60% of the population in Rwanda was living below the poverty line,

Deeply concerned that an estimated 264,000 children have lost one or both parents who were killed in the genocide, died from AIDS or have been imprisoned for genocide-related crimes, leaving them orphaned, out of school and unemployed, many turning to child prostitution,
Having examined that in 2000 of the 250,000 – 500,000 Rwandan women and girls that had been raped were tested for HIV during the five years following the 1994 genocide, 80% were found to be HIV positive, including an estimated 2000 - 5000 pregnancies resulted from war rape,

Noting further that due to the genocide and the subsequent events of the genocide (including the poverty and HIV that have increased since), Rwanda has one of the world’s highest child mortality rates, which is 1 in 5 Rwandan children die before they reach the age of five,

1.  Recommends continued funding for UNICEF to prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS through education, counselling and providing immunization;

2.  Further requests UNICEF to offer support for child-headed households and education by helping children outside of the school system and providing children with school materials, income-generating activities and vocational training;

3. Encourages APESEK to continue offering approaches to caring for vulnerable children, helping governments set minimum standards of care, and ultimately ensuring that all vulnerable children receive the support and services they need;
4. Decides to remain actively seized of the matter.
Submitted by: Rwanda

Seconded by: Somalia
