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Re: Access to Water and Sanitation
Human Rights Committee 

Appalled that according to the United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF) an estimated 884 million people lack access to safe drinking water, which is approximately one eighth of the world’s population,
Further appalled that UNICEF approximates that 2.6 billion people in the world do not have access to adequate sanitation,
Deeply regretting that around 1.4 million children die every year due to diarrhoea caused by contaminated water and insufficient sanitation, which is equivalent to almost 1 child death every 20 seconds (WaterAid),

Alarmed by the fact that the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Human Development Report states that near half the people in the developing world are suffering from one or more of the main diseases associated with dirty water and inadequate sanitation such as diarrhoea, guinea worm, and trachoma,
Bearing in mind that the average North American uses around 400 litres of water everyday as compared to the 10 litres per day used by the average person in developing countries,
Noting that the UNDP Human Development Report estimates for every dollar invested towards water and sanitation in developing countries, eight dollars is returned in increased productivity,
Emphasizes that the lack of water and sanitation costs sub-Saharan African countries around 5% of its gross domestic product each year as claimed by the UNDP, 
Observing that even people in developed countries do not have access to water from the public network such as the Utoro community near Kyoto, Japan where Koreans have been living for several generations, 
Reminds all member states that access to water and sanitation is declared a human right by the United Nations General Assembly on July 28, 2010,
1. Encourages the development and sustaining of non governmental organizations, such as WaterAid, that aim to provide sanitary water to those of need in developing countries;
2. Recommends increased education of the effects of unsanitary practices within communities of developing countries, such as the presence of thousands of viruses in feces and the increased illnesses as a result of open defecation;
3. Further recommends the demonstration of  safe sanitation models and low cost water technologies and systems in developing countries by government representatives or other external organizations; 
4. Welcomes financial aid from developed countries and other organizations to developing countries, focused on the prominent issues of lack of access to water and sanitation;
5. Encourages developed countries to invest in water purification technologies for developing countries, so that they may achieve the UN Millennium Goal to half the proportion of people without access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation; 
6. Decides to remain actively seized of the matter.
Submitted by: Netherlands
Seconded by:  Norway
