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Re: Preventable Maternal Mortality and Morbidity
Human Rights Committee 

Deeply disturbed that more than 350,000 women die annually from complications during pregnancy or childbirth, with 99 percent of them residing in developing countries, when more than 80 percent of maternal deaths are caused by haemorrhage, sepsis, unsafe abortion, obstructed labour and hypertensive diseases of pregnancy which can be prevented with adequate equipment,
Appalled that every year, more than 1 million children are left without a mother and furthermore, children who have lost their mothers are up to 10 times more likely to die prematurely than those who have not,

Reaffirming the Millennium Development Goals, particularly the Goals on improving maternal health, promoting gender equality, reducing child and infant mortality and the development of a global partnership,

Recalling the duties of member states to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,
Recognizing that the unacceptably high rate of preventable maternal mortality and morbidity is a human rights challenge, and that a human rights perspective in global responses to maternal mortality and morbidity would contribute positively to the goal of eliminating preventable maternal mortality and morbidity,
Noting in particular the deep concern voiced in the outcome of High-level Plenary Meeting of the sixty-fifth session of the General Assembly on the Millennium Development Goals about the distressing global levels of maternal and child mortality and its worry at the slow progress made on improving maternal and reproductive health, 

1. Acknowledges Egypt for its increased access to obstetric and neonatal care, by construction about 32 maternity homes in rural areas, doubling the number of births attended by trained healthcare workers to 50 percent in rural areas; 
2. Encourages the ongoing campaigns by the United Nations Population Fund to end fistula, a childbirth injury that leaves women isolated and ashamed; 
3. Further encourages the development of more non-governmental organizations to model their organization after the United Nations Population Fund, in their efforts to combat preventable maternal mortality and morbidity;
4. Advises States, national human rights institutions and non-governmental organizations, to distribute greater attention and resources to preventable maternal mortality and morbidity;
5. Requests  all States to renew their political commitment to eliminate preventable maternal mortality and morbidity at all levels, and to increase their efforts to ensure the full implementation of their human rights obligations;
6. Decides to remain actively seized of the matter.
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