AU/006
CSUNA XVII

Re: Basic Housing and Water in African Countries

African Union

Appalled that more than a decade after the UN Conference on Sustainable Development in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, nations are still scrambling to meet its ambitions targets, and an estimated 1.5 billion people remain without safe drinking water, about 2.5 billion have no access to adequate sanitation, and almost 1 billion people, most of them in developing countries, live in slums, a figure expected to double over the next 30 years,
Observing the Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) and their mission to monitor the implementation on the Rio agreement, and the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, and their assistance in accomplishing the goals set out in Rio,
Emphasizing the Johannesburg summit’s target of reducing by half the proportion of people without access to safe drinking water and sanitation by 2015 and noting that more than 300 million Africans still lack access to safe drinking water and 14 countries on the continent suffer from water scarcity,
Bearing in mind that in Nairobi, 60 per cent of the population lives in slums that occupy only 5 per cent of the city's land; this is the case in most large African cities, where between 40 and 70 per cent of urban dwellers live in slums,

Noting further that in some African urban areas, the problems of providing housing are further complicated by numerous governance issues, such as poor accountability and lack of capacity, that hinder effective urban management; he weakness of central government and municipalities gives rise to a situation where the homeless can not help themselves, 

1. Draws attention to the Africa Water Vision 2025: The plan estimates that the continent needs to invest at least $20 billion annually over the next 20 years to attain its goals and out of this amount, at least $12 billion would have to be spent on basic water supply and sanitation;
2. Solemnly affirms the South African Homeless Peoples Federation, which has been encouraging local communities to organize themselves into informal savings groups to build their own houses; the federation is currently supporting similar savings groups in Ghana, Kenya, Madagascar, Namibia, Swaziland, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe, and supports its movement; 

3. Supports non-profit organizations in their attempt to create wells in sub-Saharan Africa and their attempts to generate villages and sustainable developments in African countries such as Kenya and Ghana; 
4. Decides to remain actively seized of the matter. 
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