HR/004

CSUNA XVII

Re: Religious Persecution

Human Rights Committee

Reaffirming that in selected national governments, such as Saudi Arabia and Uzbekistan, state religions are imposed on citizens and religion oppression is accepted and supported in order to obtain “national unity”,

Recognizing that forms of media such as articles, television and radio usually bear a deliberately biased and negative connotation on their implications towards world religions and orders, impacting religious persecution due to ignorance and unawareness of the topic, 

Alarmed by the violence committed between religious communities in Jos, Nigeria where Islamic groups claimed responsibility for a series of attacks against churches, home raids and multiple bomb blasts that killed 100 people as an attempt to establish Islamic rule in northern Nigeria emphasizing that this was done in response to Muslims that had been assaulted by Christians earlier on,

Taking into account Iran’s largest religious minority, the Baha’is, who have suffered in account of not being officially recognized by the nation through pensions, systematic persecution, discrimination and loss of jobs, properties, inheritances and rights to education,
Deeply regretting several nations decisions, such as those of Afghanistan and Indonesia, to allow the closing down of churches, seizing of land, false accusations, abuse and discrimination against religious leaders throughout its region to proceed without justification or authority with the excuse that no law can be contrary to the beliefs and provisions of the religion of the state,

Noting with deep concern the tension and riots breaking out within nations between individual religious groups such as the revolt between Muslim citizens and Christian citizens in Cairo, Egypt, initiated by Christians protesting against discrimination and lack of government response to attacks and further noting government immediately stating Christians at fault without knowledge of how it riots erupted,

1. Strongly deplores any religious oppression and persecution, reminding member states that this act should not be carried out regardless of any national excuse and state religions as it contradicts religious freedom; 

2. Urges member states to be conscious of religious discrimination within their own nations, take responsibly and accentuate their efforts towards religious freedom and unity, and United Nations Declaration of Human Rights by abolishing religious persecution;
 3. Further suggests for nations to sanction against other member states that carry out religious persecution or do not take action against the matter; 

4.Promotes funding for non-profitable organizations such as Unitarian Universalist, The International Coalition for Religious Freedom and Freedom House, making it possible for them to extend their work in several nations to educate communities on the concept of religious tolerance and aid in the effects of religious discrimination; 

5. Requests for the media to convey awareness on the vital topic of religious intolerance within nations and to keep information free of biased or ignorant views of select religions; 

6. Congratulates and supports Egypt’s effort to protect civilians from religious discrimination and strive for peace by carrying out laws against discrimination and further expresses its hope for other nations to also act upon matters as well as staying true to these efforts; 

6. Decides to remain actively seized of the matter. 

Submitted by: United States of America

Seconded by: Indonesia
