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                                     CSUNA XVII

Re: Abolishment of Capital Punishment
Human Rights Committee
Aware of the fact that of the world’s 197 countries, 58 have retained the death penalty, applicable to both ordinary violations and serious crimes, making up nearly a third of the world’s countries still in favor of this punishment, 

Calling attention to the inhumane methods of execution practiced by many countries, including, but not limited to: shooting, beheading, hanging, stoning, electrocution and lethal injections and gas chambers,

Noting with deep regret that 17,850 people were under sentence of death as of research collected in 2010, with the true number being higher, according to Amnesty International, due to unavailable official statistics of key countries such as China, Egypt, Singapore, North Korea, and Mongolia, where it is considered a “state secret”,

Fully alarmed that in several countries, including Belarus, Botswana, Egypt and Japan, death row inmates are not informed of their forthcoming execution, nor are their families or lawyers, and bodies of the executed are often not returned to their families for burial,
Observing the statistics presented by Amnesty International, stating that China alone has executed more people than the entire world combined, as of December 2010, to the extent that an actual figure could not be calculated, although sources of evidence lead to numbers which total over many thousands, 

Recognizing that many of those under a death sentence are generally not given a fair trial and are often overlooked by the judicial system, denying human rights and falsely accusing innocent individuals,

Emphasizing that this form of cruel and brutal punishment violates the code of human rights as outlined by the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights, including the right to life, 

1.   Strongly encourages countries retaining capital punishment to recognize the rights as outlined by the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights, as well as internationally binding agreements;

2. Invites countries to take action in the abolishment of the death penalty and 
executions, all of which deny humanity basic human rights;

3. Supports countries seeking alternative solutions in degrees lesser than the 
implementation of a death sentence;

4. Urges countries to compulsory sanctions against foreign governments that support and practice the death penalty or fail to prevent it;

5. Decides to remain actively seized of the matter.

Submitted by: Australia

Seconded by: Kiribati
